New York
Hello from the Empire State of New York. I hope everyone is doing well and out shooting some registered targets now that the warmer weather has arrived.
Unfortunately, I must report the death of another New York Shooter.  Cliff Haaf of Manlius, New York passed away on April 14, 2026.  Cliff was 77 years of age at the time of his passing.  Cliff was an inductee into the New York State ATA Hall of Fame in 2021.  During his career, Cliff registered 78,400 singles, 51,500 handicap, and 44,000 doubles targets.  Cliff started registering targets in 1994 and was standing on the 23.5-yard line at the time of his passing.  The entire Board of Directors of the New York State ATA wish to express their deepest sympathies to Cliff’s entire family on his passing.  He will be missed by all of us.
The entire ATA was shocked in learning of the passing of ATA Executive Director Lynn Gipson on Saturday, April 18, 2026. Lynn has been the Executive Director of the ATA for over the past 14 years.  Lynn also had been the Tournament Director for the Grand American, making the tournament successful.  Lynn was a wonderful man always with a smile on his face.  Lynn was 67 years of age at the time of his passing.  We all extend our deepest sympathies to Lynn’s family on his passing.  All of us who are members of the ATA are going to miss him and his leadership.
Some target attainments to mention.  Jim Flint has registered 100,000 doubles targets.  Salvatore Barone has registered 75,000 doubles targets.  Finally, David McMasters had registered 25,000 Handicap targets.  Congratulations to these fine gentlemen on their target attainments.
Remember that the New York State Shoot will be held from Tuesday, July 7, 2026, to Sunday, July 12, 2026.  The State Shoot has been expanded from a five-day tournament to six days.  Also, the New York State ATA will be hosting the ATA Eastern Zone Tournament this year.  The dates are Thursday, July 16, 2026, to Sunday, July 19, 2026.  We all hope that you plan to attend.
For all shooters who attend the Grand American, the dates for the 2026 Grand American through the 2036 Grand American have been posted on the ATA webpage.  The 2026 Grand American will be held from Wednesday, July 29, 2026, to Saturday, August 8, 2026 at the World Shooting Complex in Sparta, Illinois.  
If anyone wishes to have something placed in one of these articles, you can contact me at Trapshooterdavec@yahoo.com or phone at 585-519-9543.  Please stay safe and healthy.  May God Bless.
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