New York
Hello from New York. Now that October is here, I hope that everyone is enjoying the change of colors in the leaves and the change of seasons.
I am sorry to say that New York State has lost three fellow shooters, Carl Wagner, Jack Wilcox and Dick Masterpole.
Carl Wagner passed away on July 21, 2026 at the age of 88.  I knew Carl for nearly 50 years.  When I first met Carl, he was the Secretary/Treasurer of the Livingston County Trap League, when I first joined.  From Carl, I learned how to do Lewis Classes and Purses.  For years, I spent time in his motorhome and we traveled to many shoots together.  Carl started registering targets in 1971.  Carl registered 182,975 singles, 115,250 handicap and 103,700 doubles targets during his career.  He was standing on the 23.5-yard line. Carl was instrumental in starting the Livingston County Trap League and the Livingston County Trap League Roadrunner Marathon.  Carl was a life member of the Mt. Morris Sportsman’s Club and the Springwater Sportsmen’s Club. Carl was a five-time ATA All-American.  Carl was elected to the New York State ATA Hall of Fame in 2006.  I am proud to say that I nominated Carl for the Hall of Fame.  His trophy wins are too numerous to mention.  The Board of Directors of the New York State ATA want to express their deepest sympathies to his wife Sarah, also a registered trap shooter, and his entire family on his passing.  All I can say is that Carl was a dear friend and I am going to miss him.
Jack Wilcox passed away at the age of 82 on August 5, 2026.  Jack started registering targets in 1994.  During his career, Jack registered 61,975 singles, 48,300 handicap, and 22,400 doubles targets.  At the time of his passing, Jack was standing on the 19 yard-line.  The Board of Directors of the New York State ATA want to express their deepest sympathies to his entire family on his passing.
Dick Masterpole passed away at the age of 79 on July 18, 2026.  During his career, Dick registered 4,700 singles, 2,200 handicap, and 7,600 doubles targets.  Dick started registering targets in 1981 and was standing on the 21 yard-line.  Dick was the trap mechanic at the New York State ATA home grounds in Cicero for many years.  The Board of Directors of the New York State ATA would like to express their deepest sympathized to Dick’s entire family on his passing.
The 2026 Grand American is now history, and the tournament was very successful.  Thirty-Eight (38) New Yorkers made the trip to Sparta, Illinois to attend the tournament.  Three New Yorkers represented New York in the Champion of Champions event.  They were Justin Jerome for the over-all singles champion, Vince Barranco as sub veteran champion, and Heidi Womer as Lady 1 Champion.  Congratulations to all.
Some target attainments to mention.  Cono Natale has registered 25,000 singles targets and Dean Slater has registered 50,00 singles targets and a combined total of 100,000 targets.  Good going, guys.  Keep registering those targets.
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If anyone wishes to have something placed in one of these articles, you can contact me at Trapshooterdavec@yahoo.com or phone at 585-519-9543.  Please stay safe and healthy.  May God Bless.					
Dave Cichelli, 
New York State ATA Delegate	
